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Preface 


The Corcoran Gallery of Art and the West Point Museum are honored to 
present this exhibition of prints, watercolors and drawings of the American militia 
selected from the collection of Mrs. John Nicholas Brown. Many of these prints are 
virtually unknown outside a few great libraries and museums, and some have never 
been publicly exhibited before. We are in Mrs. Brown’s debt for making the results 
of her many years of collecting available for public exhibition. 

This exhibition includes prints depicting the elite Volunteer companies as well 
as a few representing the Enrolled Militia. 

America had an Enrolled Militia from its earliest days to about 1850. Every 
able-bodied citizen between 16 and 60 was required by law to belong to it. Each man 
had to provide his musket and accoutrements, but he was not expected to have a 
uniform. The militia men and their equipment were mustered and inspected once a 
year and each unit received as much training as could be given on that day. 

The Volunteer companies, on the other hand, supplied not only their arms, but 
their own resplendent uniforms (especially designed for each company). The Volun¬ 
teers undertook to train at frequent intervals, and used any and every pretext for 
social gatherings at which refreshments flowed freely. 

The Volunteers formed regiments of well-trained reservists, some of which were 
in Federal service in the War of 1812. They also served in both armies during the 
Civil War, and in addition they supplied many of the much needed officers on both 
sides. 

The drills, parades, and ceremonial duties of the Volunteer companies provided 
colorful and exciting spectacles for the citizens of each important town. They also 
afforded obvious subjects for popular graphic artists, and the band music, specially 
composed in honor of these companies, was oftentimes embellished with lithographs 
of members. 

The prints in this collection are in fact the products of some of the leading 
American graphic artists of the 19th century. 

Frederick P. Todd, Director Hermann Warner Williams, Jr., Director 

West Point Museum The Corcoran Gallery of Art 









Foreword 


From the early struggles against the Indians to the global conflict of World 
War II, all American wars have been fought primarily by citizen soldiers. There¬ 
fore, though he has largely disappeared from the modern scene, a backward look 
at the American militiaman seems in order. 

This retrospective exhibition of our Militia as seen by their contemporaries 
begins with the Colonial Militia of the French and Indian Wars, and continues to 
the period of the Civil War. During this span, many of our most illustrious soldiers 
started their military careers in the Militia. George Washington was a colonel in the 
Virginia Militia in 1755. General Nathanael Greene first drilled with the Kentish 
Guard in East Greenwich, R. I. The Baltimore Militia produced General Sam Smith 
whose defeat of the British in 1814 gave birth to our national anthem; and the Chicago 
Militia, that doughty Zouave, Colonel Elmer E. Ellsworth, the first spectacular 
casualty of the Civil War, who was shot hauling down the rebel flag from the 
Marshall House in Alexandria, Virginia, in May 1861. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, it would be presumptuous to claim that on the 
whole the military qualities of our old time Militia were as spectacular as their appear¬ 
ance. Arrayed in the full panoply permitted by the fashions of their day, these Guards, 
Cadets, and Invincibles, these Blues, Greys, and Greens, were often brought together 
more by a love of display and conviviality than by a devotion to military duty; 
and in their choice of titles like “Hibernia Greens”, “German Jaegers”, “Gardes 
Lafayette”, etc., some betrayed as well a nostalgia for their country of origin. 

Lastly, this exhibition is designed to show the development in America of the 
graphic arts of engraving and lithography before the days of stereotype and color 
photography. Some of these plates, such as the engravings of Nesmith to illustrate 
a Militia manual of 1821, the lithographs of Colonel William Huddy, P. S. Duval, 
etc., for the U. S. Military Magazine of 1839-1841, the music cover designed by 
Cadet James McNeill Whistler in 1852 for the West Point Song of the Graduates, 
and the Civil War sketches of Winslow Homer are true landmarks in the history 
of American graphic arts. 

Anne S. K. Brown 
Providence, R. I. 
November, 1959 
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56. James Abbott McNeill Whistler Cadets, United States Military Academy, 1852 Lithograph 
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33. F. J. Fritsch 1st Division, New York Artillery, 1844 Colored Lithograph 


CATALOGUE 




Notes on the Catalogue 

In this check list we have departed from the usual practice in recording the 
titles of prints: instead of giving the full inscription on the plate, we have restricted 
the title to the identification of the militia unit shown. 

Because of space limitations, we have given the name of the artist responsible 
for the design except when the print was more widely known under the publisher’s 
name. 

The catalogue was compiled by Mr. Richard B. Harrington, librarian to Mrs. 
Brown, and Mrs. Murray N. Shelton, Jr., Registrar, The Corcoran Gallery of Art, 
assisted by Mr. Richard L. Wilson. 


1. Unidentified 

2. Unidentified 

3. Louis Franqois Charon 

4. “Busybody” (pseudonym) 


Colonial Light Horse, New England, c. 1765 
Colonial Dragoons, New England, c. 1765 
Militia Officer, New York, c. 1815 
New York Invincibles, c. 1820 


Ink and watercolor 
Ink and watercolor 
Tinted stipple-engraving 
Engraving 


5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18 . 


James H. Nesmith 

Selected plate, The Soldier's Manual, 1824 

Tinted engraving 

Edward Williams Clay 

The Nation’s Bulwark, 1829 

Tinted line- and s 
engraving 

Edward Williams Clay 

27th Regiment, New York, 1832 

Colored lithograph 

C. H. Beers 

Suffolk Guards, New York, c. 1835 

Colored lithograph 

Alfred E. Baker 

Brooklyn Light Guard, New York, c. 1835 

Colored lithograph 

John H. Hall 

First Corps of Union Riflemen, New York, 
c. 1835 

Colored lithograph 

Edward Williams Clay 

National Grays, New York, 1836 

Colored lithograph 

David Claypoole Johnston 

A Militia Muster, c. 1836 

Colored lithograph 

Charles Hubbard 

The National Lancers, Massachusetts, 1837 

Colored lithograph 

W. K. Hewitt 

Gulick Guard, New York, 1838 

Lithograph 

D. S. Quintin 

National Greys of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
1838 

Colored lithograph 

John H. Bufford 

Pulawski Cadets, New York, 1839 

Colored lithograph 

William M. Huddy and 
Peter S. Duval 

Selected plates, U. S. Military Magazine , 
1839-1842 

Tinted lithographs 
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6. Edward Williams Clay The Nation's Bulwark, 1829 Tinted line- and stipple-engraving 

























19. William M. Huddy Pennsylvania Light Guard, c. 1840 Album of watercolor and pencil 
drawings 


19. 

William M. Huddy 

German Volunteers, Pennsylvania, c. 1840 

Album of watercolor 
pencil drawings 

20. 

Benjamin Champney 

Highland Guard, Massachusetts, 1840 

Colored lithograph 

21. 

Unidentified 

Albany Burgesses’ Corps, New York, c. 1840 

Colored lithograph 

22. 

Eliphalet M. Brown, Jr. 

Union Blues, New York, c. 1840 

Colored lithograph 

23. 

Unidentified 

Kentucky Military Institute, c. 1841 

Colored lithograph 

24. 

H. Lord 

Rhode Island Algerines, 1842 

Colored lithograph 

25. 

A. C. Smith and Edward 
Weber 

Maryland Militia, Camp Baltimore, 1842 

Colored lithograph 

26. 

Lewis Towson Voigt 

Baltimore Pioneers, Maryland, 1842 

Colored lithograph 

27. 

James L. Hewitt 

Light Guard, New York, c. 1842 

Colored lithograph 

28. 

Unidentified 

Brooklyn City Guard, New York, 1843 

Colored lithograph 

29. 

John H. Bufford 

Boston Light Infantry, Massachusetts, 1843 

Colored lithograph 

30. 

F. J. Fritsch 

Jefferson Guards, New York, 1843 

Colored lithograph 

31. 

Unidentified 

Hancock Light Infantry, Massachusetts, 1843 

Colored lithograph 

32. 

John H. Bufford 

New England Guards, Massachusetts, 1844 

Colored lithograph 

33. 

F. J. Fritsch 

1st Division, New York Artillery, 1844 

Colored lithograph 
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26. Lewis Towson Voigt Baltimore Pioneers, Maryland, 1842 Colored lithograph 
















34. 

William Lydston, Jr. 

Boston City Greys, Massachusetts, 1844 

Colored lithograph 

35. 

John Penniman 

Newark City Guard, New Jersey, 1844 

Colored lithograph 

36. 

Alfred M. Hoffy 

The Artillery Corps of the Philadelphia Greys, 
1845 

Colored lithograph 

37. 

John Penniman 

Franklin Blues, Massachusetts, 1845 

Lithograph 

38. 

Edward Augustus 

Holyoke, Jr. 

New York Militia, Camp Onondaga, c. 1845 

Colored lithograph 

39. 

Unidentified 

Washington Guarde, Louisiana, c. 1845 

Tinted lithograph 

40. 

Unidentified 

California Guard, 1846 

Colored lithograph 

41. 

A. de Vaudricourt 

27th Regiment, New York, 1846 

Colored lithograph 

42. 

Unidentified 

Springfield Light Guard, Massachusetts, 1846 

Colored lithograph 

43. 

Unidentified 

Richmond Fayette Artillery, Virginia, 1846 

Tinted lithograph 

44. 

Unidentified 

Vermont Militia, 1846 

Lithograph 

45. 

Leon Pomarede 

Missouri Volunteers, 1847 

Colored lithograph 

46. 

Albert Newsam 

Reading Artillery, Pennsylvania, 1848 

Colored lithograph 

47. 

Samuel Worcester Rowse 

First Brigade, Massachusetts Militia, 

Neponset, 1849 

Colored lithograph 

48. 

Otto Boetticher 

Gardes Lafayette, New York, 1850 

Colored lithograph 

49. 

George Dubois 

Independent Boston Fusiliers, Massachusetts, 
r. 1850 

Colored lithograph 

50. 

Unidentified 

Light Guard, New York, c. 1850 

Colored lithograph 

51. 

Thomas Sinclair 

United Rifle Corps, Pennsylvania, 1851 

Colored lithograph 

52. 

Unidentified 

Portland Light Infantry, Maine, 1851 

Colored lithograph 

53. 

Otto Boetticher 

7th Regiment, New York, 1852 

Colored lithograph 

54. 

Otto Boetticher 

7th Regiment, New York, 1852 

Colored lithograph 

55. 

William Sharp 

Boston Light Dragoons, Massachusetts, 1852 

Colored lithograph 

56. 

James Abbott McNeill 
Whistler 

Cadets, United States Military Academy, 1852 

Lithograph 

57. 

Christian Schuessle 

Philadelphia Cadets, Pennsylvania, c. 1852 

Wash Drawing 

58. 

Otto Boetticher 

Selected plates, Album: New York State 
Militia, 1853 

Lithographs 

59. 

Unidentified 

Providence Light Infantry, Rhode Island, 1853 

Colored lithograph 

60. 

Unidentified 

St. Louis National Guard, Missouri, 1854 

Colored lithograph 

61. 

Alphonse Bigot 

Young Guard, Virginia, c. 1854 

Colored lithograph 

62. 

Unidentified 

3rd Hussar Regiment, New York, c. 1855 

Lithograph 

63. 

John H. Bufford 

Muscatine Light Guards, Iowa, c. 1855 

Colored lithograph 




64. William Sharp 

65. Otto Boetticher 

66. John Badger Bachelder 

67. Adolph Boettger 

68. Unidentified 

69. Otto Boetticher 

70. Unidentified 


National Lancers, Massachusetts, c. 1855 

7th Regiment, New York, 1856 

2nd Division, Massachusetts Militia, 
Winter Island, 1858 

65th Regiment, New York, 1858 

Louisville Citizen Guards, Kentucky, 1858 

Washington Greys, New York, 1859 

Detroit Light Guard, Michigan, 1859 


Colored lithograph 
Colored lithograph 
Colored lithograph 

Colored lithograph 
Colored lithograph 
Colored lithograph 
Colored lithograph 



8. C. H. Beers 


Suffolk Guards, New York, c. 1835 Colored lithograph 

















36. Alfred M. Hoffy The Artillery Corps of the Philadelphia Greys, 1845 
Colored lithograph 


71. Unidentified 

72. John Badger Bachelder 

73. Unidentified 

74. Dominique C. Fabronius 

75. Unidentified 

76. E. Baker 

77. Winslow Homer 

78. Unidentified 


Milwaukee Light Guards, Wisconsin, 1859 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, Concord, 1859 
Putnam Phalanx, Connecticut, c. 1859 
United States Zouave Cadets, Illinois, 1860 
Republican Blues of Savannah, Georgia, 1860 
Governor’s Greys, Iowa, c. 1860 
Life in Camp, 1864 
National Guard, California, c. 1865 


Colored lithograph 
Colored lithograph 
Colored lithograph 
Colored lithograph 
Colored lithograph 
Colored lithograph 
Colored lithographs 
Colored lithograph 






